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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Before examination of the above-identified application, please amend the application as 

follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND the pending claims in accordance with the following: 

6. The device according to claim 4, wherein the specificity calculating unit includes a 
reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an expression 
specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a specificity 
which are created based on an existing document. 

7. The device according to claim 4, wherein the specificity calculating unit includes a 
database creating means extracting a person name and a modification expression for each 
document from an existing document of a document database to calculate a specificity and for 
creating a reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an 
expression specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a 
specificity. 
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19. The method according to claim 17, wherein the specificity calculating step takes a 
weight average of a specificity obtained by a calculation of an expression which specify a 
person extracted from the input document with a specificity registered in a reference specificity 
database registering specificity data having a set of an expression specifying a person created 
based on an existing document, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a 
specificity, and normalizes the weight average. 

20. The method according to claim 17, wherein the specificity calculating step includes a 
database creating step of extracting a person name and a modification expression for each 
document from an existing document of a document database to calculate a specificity and 
creating the reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an 
expression specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a 
specificity. 



This Preliminary Amendment is submitted to improve the form of the specification as 
originally-filed and to delete multiple dependent claims. 

It is respectfully requested that this Preliminary Amendment be entered in the above- 
referenced application. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Preliminary Amendment, 
please charge the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



REMARKS 



Respectfully submitted, 



700 Eleventh Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 434-1500 



Date: August 3, 2001 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND the following claims: 

6. The device according to claim 4[ or 5], wherein the specificity calculating unit includes 
a reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an expression 
specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a specificity 
which are created based on an existing document. 

7. The device according to claim 4[ or 5], wherein the specificity calculating unit includes 
a database creating means extracting a person name and a modification expression for each 
document from an existing document of a document database to calculate a specificity and for 
creating a reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an 
expression specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a 
specificity. 

19. The method according to claim 17[ or 18], wherein the specificity calculating step 
takes a weight average of a specificity obtained by a calculation of an expression which specify 
a person extracted from the input document with a specificity registered in a reference 
specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an expression specifying a 
person created based on an existing document, a type of a person name or a modification 
expression and a specificity, and normalizes the weight average. 

20. The method according to claim 17[ or 18], wherein the specificity calculating step 
includes a database creating step of extracting a person name and a modification expression 
for each document from an existing document of a document database to calculate a specificity 
and creating the reference specificity database registering specificity data having a set of an 
expression specifying a person, a type of a person name or a modification expression and a 
specificity. 
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